EARLY   GREEK   MEDICINE
Apollo, and the Oracle of Delphi
Apollo, tradition tells us, did not long remain on Delos. He
must have been very young when he was transported to Delphi,
because it was then that his umbilical cord separated, a fact
commemorated by the " omphalos/5 a large sugar-loaf stone
which may still be seen near the temple (Plate DC). According
to another tradition the omphalos is said to have been set up to
mark the centre or navel of the earth. The exact position of
this spot had been determined by Zeus, who had released at
opposite ends of the earth (as then known) two eagles, which
flew towards each other, and met at Delphi.1 There is another
omphalos, probably of more recent date. This is preserved
in the local museum at Kastri, a village which occupied the
site of Delphi and which was bodily transplanted half a mile
eastwards by the French excavators before they unearthed the
ruins which may now be seen.2 High up on the side of Mount
Parnassus, approached by a steep and winding road from the
port of I tea on the Gulf of Corinth, twelve miles distant,
Delphi is a most eerie and awesome place even to-day, and
one may readily understand why it occupied the central point
in maps of Greece, just as Jerusalem was placed in the centre in
the later days of Christendom.
The first act of the infant Apollo, on his arrival at Delphi,
was to slay a python or monster, which had rendered the site
untenable. Delphi thereupon leapt into fame, and for centuries
it remained a shrine for the worship of Apollo, the most sacred
spot in all Greece. Here arose the famous oracle which made
Delphi a household word.3
Beside the marble-paved Sacred Way, by which the tourist
now ascends the hill towards the Temple of Apollo, there stands
a circular platform,4 Close by, though it has long since dis-
appeared, there was a chasm or cleft in the rock from which issued
intoxicating fumes. Over it was a tripod on which the priestess
sat, chewing laurel leaves, and uttering her raving replies to
questions. These, however incoherent, were cleverly transcribed
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